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Over 1.5 million students took the 2019 Preliminary SAT/National Merit 

Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT) last October and entered the 

National Merit Scholarship Program, a nationwide competition for recog-

nition and awards conducted by National Merit Scholarship Corporation 

(NMSC). In April, NMSC identified the 50,000 highest scorers and notified 

their high schools. Some 16,000 of those high performers, were recently 

designated Semifinalists on a state representational basis. Only Semifinal-

ists have the opportunity to continue in the Merit Scholarship competition 

and advance to Finalist standing by meeting a number of additional re-

quirements.  

The other 34,000 high performers were named Commended Students 

based on a national Selection Index score of 209, applicable to all pro-

gram participants without regard to state-by-state distribution. Partici-

pants who scored at or above the Commended Student Selection Index 

score, but below their state or selection unit’s Semifinalist Selection Index 

score, are Commended Students. Commended Students have demon-

strated outstanding potential for  continuance of academic success. 

Recently, officials of National Merit Scholarship Corporation announced 

the names of approximately 16,000 Semifinalists in the 66th annual Nation-

al Merit Scholarship Program. University Preparatory School is pleased to 

announce senior student, Thomas Neill is recognized as a Semifinalist. In 

celebration of his achievement, U-Prep proudly displayed his name and 

his accomplishment on the school marquee. U-Prep is proud to recognize 

our Commended Students and our Semifinalist. 

Semifinalist, Thomas Neill 

Otto Alexander Nikolai Orloff 

Annie Cheng Gwyneth Simard  

Ryan Exley  



Panther Pride October 2020 

2      University Preparatory School - 2200 Eureka Way - Redding, CA  96001 - (530)245-2790, Fax(530)245-2791  

Mission & Vision 

University Preparatory School is an educational community invested in  

developing confident, capable, and compassionate citizens; its mission to 

immerse all students "in rigorous academics and meaningful extra-curricular 

activities" is supported by a collaborative and close-knit community of staff, 

students and parents and is based upon educational research and 

professional experience. The faculty and staff work together to provide  

students with many opportunities to excel academically and develop their 

potential as educated leaders and citizens in the 21st century through a rich 

and varied extra-curricular program. This vision is supported by offering a  

seven­ period day to students from grades 6 through 12 so that they may 

pursue academic interests, such as studying multiple world languages or 

continue their development in the arts, including dance, drama, art, and 

music. The objective of this mission is to enable all students to become self-

motivated, competent, and lifelong learners. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Oct. 5  Athletic Boosters Meeting 

Oct. 5-9 Fall Spirit Week 

Oct. 5  Financial Aid Night 

Oct. 9  First Quarter Ends 

Oct. 12-16 Senior Portraits 

Oct. 12  Sober Grad Dine & Donate  

  MOD Pizza 

Oct. 14  PSAT 

Oct. 15  Think Pink Day 

Oct. 19  Music Boosters Meeting 

Oct. 20  JH Student of the Quarter 

Oct. 21  Unity Day 

Oct. 22  HS Student of the Quarter 

Oct. 30  Red Ribbon Day 

Nov. 9-20 Canned Food Drive 

Nov. 11  Veteran’s Day/School Holiday 

Nov. 19  Enrollment Information Night 

Nov. 23-27 Thanksgiving Week/No School 

 

 

 

 

Class of 2021 Senior Portraits  

 At U-Prep, it is tradition to display our graduating class in the  

yearbook, the main foyer and in the graduation program with formal 

portraits. This formal appearance portrays your graduate in a way 

which reflects the rigor, professionalism and challenges they have 

completed successfully here at U-Prep. Marian Morgan-Hunt  

Photography will be on campus during school hours to take these 

senior portraits. Students will be assigned an appointment time. It is 

very important the students do not cancel or miss their assigned 

time. We ask for a $25 sitting fee to be paid the day of pictures, 

which includes:  

• Professional studio lighting/background  

• Photo retouching and processing  

• Inclusion of the image for the yearbook/graduation program  

 Complimentary 5x7 photo (students will receive an order form if 

they wish to order additional copies/sizes from Marian  

Morgan-Hunt Photography)  

 Checks should be made out to U-Prep as we will pay the  

photographer upon completion of the photo sessions.  

Because it is important for all students to have equal access to 

these sessions, U-Prep will help cover the sitting for any student 

that is in need of financial assistance.  

Information regarding apparel will be forthcoming. 

The 2021 8th grade East 

Coast Trip has tentative 

plans! The dates are June 7-

13, 2021. Please contact Mrs. 

Bright for more information, 

sbright@suhsd.net 
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HIGH SCHOOL ADVISOR:  KENT SMITH 

JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL ADVISOR:  JASPAL GADDY 

FALL SPIRIT WEEK 2020 
TV SHOWS THEME 

MONDAY, 10/05  FRIENDS    TWIN DAY 

TUESDAY, 10/06  ALL AMERICAN   SPORTS ATTIRE 

WEDNESDAY, 10/07  THE OFFICE   BUSINESS ATTIRE 

THURSDAY, 10/08  DUCK DYNASTY   CAMO  

FRIDAY, 10/09   BLUES CLUES   SPIRIT WEAR 
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HIGH SCHOOL ADVISOR:  KENT SMITH 

JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL ADVISOR:  JASPAL GADDY 

Junior High and High School ASB student leaders are 

always in constant motion, brainstorming and plan-

ning events designed to share school spirit and main-

tain the U-Prep sense of community among students 

and staff. The month of October is ushered in with 

Fall Spirit Week (theme days are listed on the previ-

ous page)! The theme is Fall TV Shows. Think Pink Day 

is an annual event that the campus always looks for-

ward to celebrating. We are eagerly awaiting the 

arrival of this year’s ASB designed Think Pink shirt. 

Shirts will be on sale in the Student Store for $10! Get 

yours quickly before they sell out! Student of the 

Quarter celebrations will round out the month with 

junior high being recognized on the 20th, and high 

school on the 22nd. Congratulations to all of our Pan-

ther Students of the Quarter! 
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 



AP and Honors Art students will display their work at the Old Shasta 

Coffee Company, (across the street from U-Prep) Thursday,  

September 10 through Monday, November 1. 

Art in Public Places 

U-Prep junior high and high school art students will be working in  

conjunction with Project Rainforest and City of Redding on an art  

sculpture to be installed at Caldwell Park. Each student will be creating a 

portion of a mosaic that surrounds the sculpture. It is a truly exciting  

project to be included in! Ms. Wilhelm is looking forward to sharing more 

details in the near future. 

Senior AP Art Show: January 1-31, 2021 

Senior AP artists will be displaying their works at the Mosaic (The 

Sheraton Hotel) Gallery. This year five U-Prep seniors will display six 

art works of various sizes as well as portions of their  

portfolio for this event. More details are forthcoming. 

Starting the first week of October, high school athletes are invited to work out every Tuesday through  

Thursday from 3:45-4:30 PM on the football field.  Coach Kaukonen will be leading these workouts along 

with various high school coaches. This will be a great opportunity for teams to work-out together, as well as 

building community and camaraderie on campus! Go Panthers!  
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All American cheerleaders 

U-Prep’s All American Cheerleaders 

 

Each summer the U-Prep Cheer team ventures to 

cheer camp at which the team learns new material, 

improves their stunting techniques, captains network 

with other cheerleading captains, meet new friends 

from other schools, and performs for evaluations.  In 

the past these evaluations have gained our team 

awards such as a Leadership Award, The Top Banana 

(the most coveted award at camp), admittance to 

perform at the Citrus Bowl, and many individual 

awards.  Attending camp was not an option this year 

due to COVID-19, however our cheerleaders were giv-

en the opportunity to compete virtually for some of the 

coveted individual awards.  Lillian Moon, Chloe  

Lockhart (both seniors) and Marley Moon (9th grade) 

competed for the sought after “All American” award 

and they all won it! Earning the All American award 

grants cheerleaders an invitation to special events 

such as the London Parade on New Years Eve, New 

York’s Thanksgiving Parade and many other  

spectacular events, in which all of the cheerleaders 

that earned All American come from all over the world 

to perform together. 

 

Lillian has been a cheerleader for U-Prep since her 6th 

grade year and has attended camp every year. She is 

a great performer, dancer and tumbler.  When she 

dances, you just can’t stop watching her. Because Lilli 

has attended camp every year and earned the All 

American award each year, she has a total of seven 

All American titles.  This is an amazing achievement 

for a cheerleader.  She is hopeful this year that she will 

be able to attend one of the All American events. 

 

Chloe has been a part of U-Prep’s cheer and STUNT 

team for the last three years.  She is an amazing per-

former and stunter, always working toward perfec-

tion.  Additionally, Chloe is one of our top choreogra-

phers of the cheer routines.  She too has attended 

camp each year as a cheerleader and tried out for All 

American.  This is her second year earning an All 

American title.  She too is hopeful that there are events 

opening up this year. 

 

Marley is new to U-Prep this year, but not new to 

cheer.  She has been a competitive cheerleader since 

she could walk following a long line of sibling cheer-

leaders.  She is a great tumbler and performer. As a 

freshman, it is a great accomplishment to earn the All 

American title. 
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College & Career Corner + Counseling News 
 Mrs. Mason, Mr. Williams, & Mr. Maikranz 

The last four years, U

Covid 19 restrictions, 8th graders are taking a virtual tour of the campus during their advisory period. 

You are welcome to check out the tour for yourself by visiting this website:

 

PSAT 

All 10th and 11th grade students will be 

taking the PSAT on Wednesday, October, 

14th.  The PSAT is the best preparation for 

the SAT, which is a college entrance 

exam that assesses academic readiness 

when applying to a 4 year college. The 

College Board will email an access code 

to view online score reports in December. 

VIRTUAL FINANCIAL AID NIGHT 

 Presented by College Options @ 5:30 PM 

 Zoom Link emailed Home Prior to Event to all Senior Families 

 Monday, October 5, 2020 

On Wednesday, October 21st, U-Prep students and staff are encouraged 

to show that they care about the safety and support of U-Prep by wearing 

orange in support of Unity Day. Unity Day is the day when everyone 

comes together to send one large orange message of support, hope, 

and unity to show that we are together against bullying and united for 

kindness, acceptance, and inclusion.   

https://www.csuchico.edu/admissions/visit/tours/virtual-tour.shtml#videos360
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 Mrs. Isheim’s 6th grade class finished their first unit in history, Prehistory; students learned about 

what archaeologists do and the artifacts they find. The class was able to piece together history 

from millions of years ago based on the cave paintings they found.  To compliment the history les-

sons, the class recently finished their  novel,  Boy of the Painted Cave, in which the main  

character's dream is to become the Chosen One or the Cave Painter.  
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Check out the new Panther swag in the  

Student Store! Drop by Room 183 and check out all of the 

awesome newly arrived apparel. New items are also 

available to purchase on the Web  

Store for pick up.  

Student Store/ASB Office Hours 

Monday - 7:30 AM - 2:00 PM 

Tues. - Fri. - 7:30 AM - 3:30 PM 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 

 

 

Sober Grad is holding their October meeting on Tuesday, 

October 5th at 6 PM in room 302. Seniors are currently 

selling chocolate covered pretzel rods and Sober Grad 

certificates to raise money for their Sober Grad party. 

MOD Pizza is holding a Seniors 2021 Dine and Donate 

fundraiser on October 12th. You must show the flyer for 

our seniors to get credit. Please look for the flyer coming 

soon on our social media pages and thank you for sup-

porting the U-Prep Seniors 2021/Sober Grad. 

 

ATHLETIC BOOSTERS 

 

 

 

The U-Prep Athletic Boosters’ Annual Tamale 

Fundraiser is finally here! 

With 450 dozen sold last year by our Panthers, we 

are looking to exceed 500 this year and have 

added a bonus to the fundraiser! This year the 

team selling the most will receive $500 from the 

Boosters Program! So, not only will your team 

raise money from your individual sales, your 

team could put an extra $500 in the team ac-

count to be used for equipment, travel, officials, 

or whatever is needed for your sport. Forms are 

available online on the U-Prep Athletic Boosters’ 

Facebook page. Forms will also be available be-

ginning October 5th, in the main office. If you 

are raising money for more than one sport, 

please use a separate form for each. 

 

 

Redding Recreation is ready to roll out the Fall 2020 Activity 

Guide, exclusively digital! Please select the following link to see 

all that Redding Recreation has to offer! 

https://www.cityofredding.org/departments/activity-guide/-fsiteid-1 

Sober Grad is holding a MOD Pizza Dine 

& Donate on Monday, October 12th!  

UPrep.2021 

 

UPrep2021 

North State Parent Magazine is now online and available at the 

following link: North State Parent 

https://www.cityofredding.org/departments/activity-guide/-fsiteid-1
https://northstateparent.com/
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